
Angus Council

Bail & Remand: A Consultation

General Comments

Angus Council welcomes the review of bail and remand issues being
undertaken by the Sentencing Commission for Scotland and the opportunity
to make comments on the specific issues raised in the consultation paper.

The questions posed in the paper are responded to specifically below.
However, we make two general points in addition.

We are concerned that changes made to the system, including legislative
changes, relating to bail and remand, should not increase the number of
people remanded to custody. The need to protect the public from serious
violent and sexual offenders, and vulnerable people from abusers is
acknowledged fully. However, there is a concern that the impact of periods in
custody, even short periods, upon less serious offenders, can be negative and
run contrary to the aim of a safer society. There is specific concern that the
availability of drugs within prisons can result in accused persons remanded in
custody being released from prison with significantly greater problems,
particularly with respect to drug misuse, than those with which they entered.
For this reason, our response to the consultation paper urges increased
funding for, and use of, bail supervision schemes; and for legislative changes
to achieve this.

We are also extremely concerned that the proposals to set up a Correctional
Agency by merging the prison service and criminal justice social work in to a
single agency as proposed by the Scottish Executive will make bail
supervision less effective leading to an increase in the proportion of accused
persons being remanded in custody. The reasons for this concern are as
follows:

. There is increasing evidence that offenders desist from offending
because wider social needs, housing, relationships, family issues are
dealt with or resolved. Removing criminal justice social work from local
authority management will make access to services for offenders
subject to bail supervision more complex

. Bail assessments are often required by the Courts at short notice.
Obtaining information relevant to, for example, child protection,
domestic abuse, substance misuse and accommodation is relatively
straightforward currently since criminal justice services are within the
local authority which either commissions or provides directly a number
of these services. Removing criminal justice social work from local
authorities would make access (certainly prompt access) to key
information far more difficult
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