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Dear Sir / Madam.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the consultation paper on Bail and
Remand. The Scottish Police Federation has comments to submit in relation to some of
the questions only and these have been laid out following the order in the consultation
paper for ease of reference.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two.

What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of offences
committed by those on bail?

The consultation paper identifies the large number of offences committed by people on
bail. In our view this alone is clear evidence that bail has fallen into disrepute. As the
‘visible’ part of the criminal justice system we are often addressed by victims
incredulous that their attacker is again at liberty the morning after the offence.

It is our experience and obvious that many people released on bail do not consider that
bail and the conditions placed on it are significant restrictions on their liberty. They do
not hesitate to commit further offences whilst on bail, they have little or no concern
about the possibility of a stiffer sentence being applied and they are relatively assured
that they will be released on bail again.

It could be said that the simple answer to this is give bail to less people and remand more
people in custody. The research carried out by Aberdeen University. “Offending on Bail”
showed that courts that had a high level of remands generally had a lower rate of
offending on bail. To some extent, it could be said that every time someone commits an
offence while on bail, it shows that the decision not to remand (which is always based to
some extent on the likelihood to re-offend) was wrong. To reduce the incidence of
people committing offences while on bail courts should ensure that punitive sentences
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