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Dear Sir

Use of Bail and Remand: Consultation

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the use of Bail and Remand.

Bail is of most direct relevance to Criminal Justice Social Work in two respects, the
first relates to the provision of Social Enquiry Reports on persons subject to Bail.
Failure to comply with the condition to be available for the preparation of reports is a
persistent and significant problem, contributing to inefficiency and de!ays in the
sentencing process and placing further strain on limited Social Work resources.

The second respect in which Bail affects Criminal Justice Social Work is in
connection with the provision of Bail Information and Supervision. With regard to
the factors underpinning Breaches of Bail, it is clear that, as the review states, this
often relates to the chaotic/unstable lifestyles of many offenders. Our experience
indicates that supervision and support via a Bail Supervision Order may have a
positive effect upon persons who would otherwise default on their obligations. As
with other forms of supervision, effectiveness appears most likely where at least a
minimum level of motivation exists and the subject receives some tangible benefit,

such as help with accommodation problems.

There appears to be substantial room for greater use of Bail Supervision. In this
connection,

a) there is a need for greater consistency in terms of how it is delivered nationally by
Local Authorities.

and

b) where Bail is opposed or the Sheriff/Judge is of a mind to refuse Bail post
conviction, a report regarding suitability for Bail Supervision should be
mandatory (except where there is significant concern for public safety).
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