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Dear Sir/Madam

The Use of Bail and Remand Consultation Paper

I refer to the Consultation letter dated 28 June 2004 and enclose the response from West Lothian
Council using the questions in Part 8 as structure where appropriate.

General comments

West Lothian Council welcomes this review from the Sentencing Commission as part of the joint local
and national working to balance the rights of the accused with public safety and the smooth operation
of judicial proceedings. We further note that the Consultation Paper gives a helpful and
comprehensive exposition of the principles on which Bail may be granted.

While we clearly welcome the policy of minimising unnecessary use of custody, even at the pre-
sentence stage, there are certain offenders who will continue to re-offend while on Bail, or indeed on
other court orders. We note that delays in the court's processing of multiple cases may lead to a
number of offences all being considered at a date long after the original offences, and that this has
various consequences.

If granted Bail on each occasion, as may happen, the offender does not necessarily fully appreciate
the impact of his continuing offending. The offender's limited comprehension of the poor view taken
by the court may not be increased if the sentence as eventually imposed does not make clear
reference to the additional sentence imposed for breach of bail.

General Questions Arisingfrom Parts One and Two

It appears to us that a more consistent application of certain principles might encourage a decrease in
offending while on Bail, and also an increased level of compliance with other conditions of Bail.

The greatest level of compliance with other Court Orders (e.g. Community Service Order) is likely to
occur when the Order is:
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