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Additional Contributions

An expansion of Bail Supervision in cases with long deferrals would allow work to
commence and possibly be completed by the time an individual returns to court.

Prisons, if not already segregating prisoners, could consider further sifting, e.g. only
placing first time offenders together in a regime that targets this category with the
aim of doing specific work to reduce likelihood of re-offending. The current
overcrowding in Scottish Prisons poses particular difficulties for such targeted
interventions.

Only the most serious of offenders should be imprisoned. It is recognised, however,
that this view is not always supported by the general public. Services need to do
more to promote alternative to custody disposals and to communicate the
effectiveness of these to communities.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two

1.  What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of offences
committed by those on bail?

Those individuals being assessed for a Supervised Bail Order (SBO) should be
risk assessed, both in terms of their vulnerability and potential to harm others.

2. What steps do you consider could be taken to ensure that those granted bail
appear in court when required to do so?

In relation to SBOs, various levels of support can be given, including home
visits, and help with literacy or numeracy problems. This would be of particular
assistance in relation to correspondence relating to pending court appearances.

3. What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of those
remanded in custody without jeopardising the safety of the public, creating a
risk of further offending or hindering the smooth operation of judicial
proceedings?

An extension of the use of electronic tagging would be useful.

For those who are assessed as vulnerable, or who have learning difficulties,
positive steps can be taken to ensure they return to court. In appropriate






