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Date 28 September 2004

Mrs Margaret Watson
80 Meadowpark Street
Dennistoun

Glasgow

G3128J

E-mail justiceforvictims1@btopenworld.com

The Rt Honourable Lord Maclean,
Chairman of the Sentencing Commission for Scotland.

Justice for Victims (Scotland) response to the Use of
Bail and Remand Consultation Paper.

Although the Consultation Paper on the Use of Bail and
Remand has listed several questions my response will
be short as | have grave misgivings as to what if any
notice will be given to this consultation paper.

| will start by stating under no circumstances should
anyone convicted of a serious violent or sexual

offence be granted Bail. The Scottish Executive's own
figures (which | have noted the Sentencing Commission
have placed a question mark)states that over a quarter
of those granted bail re-offend.

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight one

of the many such breach of bail conditions, which
resulted in the death of an innocent young student.
Although | have been given the permission of the
family to reveal their details | have grave concern

for their safety and general wellbeing as the
particular convicted offender comes from a very
dysfunctional family. The offender in question had 9
previous convictions some of which were for violent
offences, was out on bail when he and his associates
went on a violent street robbery spree, which resulted
in the violent death of a completely innocent young
student. There can be no doubt that if the court had
remanded this violent offender into custody as it
should have, a very decent young man would be still
alive and his family would not have been plunged into
a hell that there is no escaping from. The horrendous
effects on this family are unmeasurable and unbearable
to witness. Over the years | and other members of
Justice for Victims have listened to similar horror
stories the difference is this is real life not a film

or fictional book.






