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General Comments

In order to improve the consistency of service availability to those subject to bail, we
require adequate funding for bail services. There is a correlation between those who
continue to offend while on bail and chaotic lifestyles and we need to be able to
negotiate with partners in the local authority, health and the voluntary sector for the
provision of services that will support those on bail. In some instances this will
require access to appropriate and supported accommodation.

General Questions arising from Parts 1 & 2

Questions 1 & 3 - more use of bail supervision and support packages linked to curfew
which could include electronic monitoring but could be a police curfew. In some
instance access to appropriate accommodation needs to be improved. Benefit issues
arising from housing need require to be quickly resolved. Different types of
supervision and monitoring mechanisms need to be considered, for example for some
individuals who do not have particular needs for social work support a reporting
mechanism to the Police might suffice.

Question 2 - escorting type service to court. Those who are chaotic do not
necessarily remember when they have to appear and a simple escort service may
allow cases to run more smoothly.

In general - rationalise the process by rolling outstanding matters together wherever
possible. Whilst this might dissuade some from appearing it would at least simplify
the situation and avoid genuine oversight/confusion. Consideration could also be
given to using incentives such as discount on sentences (raised in Summary Justice
Review). In our experience, the enacting of warrants can be haphazard and ways of
improving this require to be considered.

Question 4 - explicit (statutory) criteria and transparent citing of reasons for decisions
would assist understanding and debate.

Part 2

Questions 1 & 2 - Statutory criteria are desirable to promote transparency, together
with stated reasons for decisions. Some degree of flexibility may need to be
considered to take account of local circumstances.

Question 2 — use of police reporting or curfew could be added for those who don’t
require specific services.

Question 3 - Additional standard conditions might include police reporting/ low level
supervision, use of electronic monitoring in some cases and access to appropriate
services in others.






