Sentencing Commission for Scotland
Consultation on the Use of Bail and Remand

Response by Renfrewshire District Court

General Questions arising from Parts 1 & 2

What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of offences
committed by those on bail?

One of the main problems experienced in Renfrewshire District Court is the number
of people who are on bail who go on to commit a further offence during this period. It
appears that offenders are not taking the conditions of bail seriously. It is clear that
there are fears amongst justices and sheriffs regarding penalties imposed on
offenders committing an offence while on bail. It would improve the situation is there
was a statutory minimum penalty for committing an offence whilst on bail, e.g. the
penalty is doubled so that all sheriffs and justices were consistently applying this. In
addition, if the penalty was more severe it may discourage those people from
committing the offence on bail.

Another consideration for those who regularly commit offences whilst on bail is that if
they are convicted of three breaches whilst on bail within a year then they are
automatically remanded.

What steps do you consider could be taken to ensure that those granted bail appear
in court when required to do so?

Again, those on bail must be aware of the importance of adhering to the conditions.
At the moment, it seems to be at the discretion of the procurator fiscals whether they
raise another complaint against the offender for failing to appear whilst on bail. If the
offender knew that the raising of such complaint was automatic and they would face
another charge, this may encourage to them to attend. Again, if three breaches of
conditions meant an automatic remand then this may encourage them to appear in
court.

More supervision of those on bail to encourage them to attend court may be the
answer.

What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of those remanded
in custody without jeopardising the safety of the public, creating the risk of further
offending or hindering the smooth operation of judicial proceedings?

Again, if bail conditions were taken seriously by offenders and they realised that they

would be punished for breaching conditions, then this would encourage them to
comply with conditions and therefore reduce the number remanded
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