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Introduction

Before responding in some detail to the questions posed in Part 8 of the paper,
SACRO would like to draw the Commission's attention to some key points, as
follows:

1. The cost or remand is high - for the average period of remand of 24 days in
2002 it was £1962. This contrasts unfavourably with the current estimated
cost of a Bail Supervision placement, that is, between £900 and £1000.

2. Bail Supervision has been shown to be effective in addressing the concerns of
the Court when it is considering the bail option. The well-established
Edinburgh Service has, over the past three years, averaged a 79% success rate.
This is high as the client group are already deemed high risk and this therefore
compares favourably with a success rate of 70% for all individuals on bail.
Success is defined as no re-offending, compliance with conditions and
presentation at court. SACRO would also want to stress the positive aspect of
being able to start work on addressing offending behaviour as a success as this
reduces the likelihood of a custodial sentence. Another added value of Bail
Supervision is that it affords the bailee an opportunity to demonstrate to the
Court that he is willing and able to comply with supervision in the community.
This, in turn, provides the court with additional information on which to base
the subsequent sentencing decision.

3. Bail Supervision schemes are not available across Scotland to meet the needs
of all Courts. Ten Courts are not fully provided with Bail services. Six of these
courts have neither Bail Information nor Bail Supervision, a further two have
no Bail Information Service and two others have no Bail Supervision. These
services are necessary to give the Courts confidence that Bail conditions will
be met. Current coverage should be re-examined, with clear reporting on
which courts, rather than local authority groupings, have Bail Supervision and
Bail Accommodation in addition to Bail Information. We believe that the
information provided to the Commission on coverage, as presented in the
consultation paper may be misleading and the capacity figures of some
schemes are not accurate.

4. Further research should also be conducted on the variations from court to court
and sentencer to sentencer, in granting bail. This should include interviews
with Sheriffs, Sheriff Clerks, Defence agents and PsF re court culture.

5. The absence of suitable accommodation in many areas is a major obstacle to
the granting of bail. Bail Accommodation services in Edinburgh currently
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