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The Prison Reform Trust (PRT) is pleased to have been asked to
respond to this consultation paper.

PRT is a small, independent charity which works to create a just,
humane and effective penal system. We do this by inquiring into the
workings of the system; informing prisoners, staff and the wider public;
and by influencing Parliament, Government and officials towards
reform. PRT’s two principal objectives are to improve conditions for,
and the treatment of, prisoners and their families and to reduce prison
numbers to an unavoidable minimum. Amongst other things PRT runs
an applied research programme and an advice and information service
which responds to 4,500 prisoners and their families each year as well
as providing the Secretariat to the All Party Parliamentary Penal Affairs
Group.

Although a UK wide organisation, PRT operates mainly in England and
Wales. However we are currently completing a review of family contact
work in Scottish prisons. We hope that it is acceptable that this
response has focussed in the main on the situation in England and
Wales from which parallels can be drawn.

We agree with the statement in the Chairman’s Foreword that
“The challenge in reviewing bail and remand is to balance the
rights of the accused with interests of public safety and the
smooth operation of judicial proceedings.”

We note with concern the marked increase in use of custodial remand
in Scotland from 15,433 in 2001 to 18,726 in 2002, following a period
when the number of remand receptions remained fairly static and
notwithstanding a stated commitment by the Scottish Executive to try to
limit prison numbers.

We also note the increase from 1973 — 2002 by around one third of
untried prisoners and prisoners awaiting sentence. As your paper
indicates, this compares with an increase in the total daily prison
population in Scottish prisons of 19 per cent over the same 30 year
period.
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