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Dear Mr Quinn

USE OF BAIL AND REMAND; A CONSULTATION

Dundee City Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this important consultation on the
use of bail and remand within the Scottish Criminal Justice System. We would like to make some
general comments in addition to commenting on each part of the report.

General Comments

The use of bail and remand cannot be considered in isolation from how the Criminal Justice
System as a whole operates. In our view, the answer the some of the difficulties outlined in this
paper lie in other parts of the Criminal Justice System and a key issue is how the process of
justice can be speeded up. We are aware that this issue has been considered in the context of
the Review of Summary Justice and welcome this.

It is also important to consider what opportunities are open to people at different stages in the
Criminal Justice process, to begin to address their behaviour. Both prisons and Criminal Justice
Social Work Services have identified a growing prevalence of drug and alcohol problems among
offenders, with obvious links to offending.

The further development of Arrest Referral Schemes would be one way of building in opportunities
for people to be assessed and referred on to treatment agencies at the early stage in the Criminal
Justice process. This could contribute to a reduction in reoffending. Developments could include
a national roll out of Arrest Referral Schemes for people with drug problems and also parallel
developments in relation to people with alcohol problems. These developments would need to be
matched by increasing the capacity of treatment services to accept referrals.
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