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Dear Mr Quinn

Use of Bail and Remand: A Consultation

Aberdeenshirewelcomes the opportunity to participate in this consultation and I have
the following comments.

General Questions Arising from Part One and Two

A range of services could be provided aimed toward reducing the number of offences
committed by those on bail. However, there are significant resource implications in
this approach. An alternative approach would be to target services at those persons
considered to be at a high risk of offending whilst on bail.

The services likely to contribute to reducing offending include; use of electronic
monitoring, intensive bail supervision, increased use of police reporting and
substance misuse services.

The use of Intensive Bail Supervision could include a component which involves the
collection of the accused from their home and delivered to the Court on the set date.
This might be a suitable response to those persons whose chaotic lifestyles result in
non-appearance at Court. The use of some of the services mentioned above could
be introduced without jeopardising public safety or obstructing the work of the Court.

Question Arising from Part Two

It is unclear from the consultation paper that there is inconsistency in decision making
regarding bail. If there are areas where the use of remand is higher than the
'average', then perhaps this is an issue for the Sheriffs Principal rather than creating
statutory criteria.




