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Response to Issues Arising from Parts I and 11

Services could be put in place aimed at reducing the number of offences committed
by those on bail but these would probably be fairly expensive. We would therefore
suggest that the services be targeted only at accused who are assessed at being of high
risk of re-offending whilst on bail.

The services which would contribute to reducing re-offending would be increased use
of Electronic Monitoring, Intensive Bail Supervision, more frequent use of Police
Reporting and Specialist Alcohol and Drugs services aimed at those with chronic
abuse problems.

Intensive Bail Supervision could provide a service of picking up from home those
assessed at risk of failure to appear in Court and delivering them to Court on the due
date. If all of the additional services listed above were available to Courts it may
enable Courts to make bail orders on those who would previously be remanded
without jeopardising the safety of the public or interfering with the smooth operation
of judicial proceedings.

Issues arising from Part I1

The standard conditions of bail are probably sufficient for the majority of persons
being made subject of a bail order by court. However, for those assessed as being a
high risk of re-offending and who may be placed on Bail then additional special
conditions should be considered as follows

> That the accused will submit to Bail Supervision and obey the instructions of the
Bail Supervising Officer.

> That the accused will submit to specified medical treatment e.g. Alcohol or Drugs
treatment.

» That the accused will submit to Electronic Monitoring.

In relation to whether bail criteria should be prescribed in statute and whether this
would promote consistency in decision making, it is unclear from the report that there
is in fact any inconsistency in decision making. If there are Courts who use remand
much more frequently than the norm and consistently do so then this is perhaps a
matter for the Sheriff Principal rather than an indication that the criteria needs to be
prescribed in statute.

Issues Arising from Part 111

Similar to the above there is no evidence within this report that the criteria for
decision making by the Procurator Fiscal and the Police is being used inconsistently
across Scotland. Without a clear picture of inconsistency it is therefore difficult to
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