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Dear Sir / Madam

The Use of Bail I Remand Consultation Paper

With reference to the consultation letter 28thJune I submit a response on behalf of East
Lothian Council's Department of Community Services.

East Lothian Council welcomes the publication of this document and the opportunity to
comment on such an important aspect of the Criminal Justice System.

General Questions arisina from Parts One and Two
The causal factors relating to offending on bail are the same as those relating to offending in
general. It is therefore not surprising that offending continues on bail if nothing in the
offender's life has changed. Such causal factors may relate to drug / alcohol use, lack of
employment, accommodation difficulties and peer group issues.

The time between offending and sentence is a window of opportunity to intervene at a time of
crisis. Schemes such as arrest referral and bail supervision can give offenders an opportunity
to demonstrate that they have taken control of their lives prior to sentence.

There is often a long period between arrest and sentence, particularly in solemn cases. This
can be made longer by deferments for various reasons. The longer the time on bail the more
chance there is of further offending while on bail if nothing is done to address criminogenic
needs.

The question must also be asked if there is in fact an over use of bail when in many cases an
individual could be ordained to appear. This would in itself reduce offending while on bail.

There is generally very little pubic support or understanding about the benefit of maintaining
offenders in the community rather than using remand (usually a short but expensive and
destructive option). As such there is not likely to be much political support for options
perceived as being 'soft on crime'.




