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Dear Mr. Quinn,

The Use of Bail and Remand- A Consultation

The City of Edinburgh Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this important
consultation on the use of bail and remand within the Scottish Criminal Justice System. The
use of bail and remand cannot be considered in isolation from how other parts of the Criminal
Justice System operate. It is important that this consultation be considered alongside the
"Review of Summary Justice -McInnes Report."

The City of Edinburgh and Midlothian Councils, in partnership with SACRO, operate a Bail
Information and Supervision Scheme at Edinburgh Sheriff Court.
This response addresses the key questions posed in the Consultation Paper, pages 35-37, with
a particular focus on Part Four, Court Decisions - Pre-trial and During Trial, the section to
which the operation of the bail scheme is most relevant.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two

In order to reduce the number of offences committed on bail the following steps could be
considered:

Reduce the time between first hearing and trial
Use of electronic monitoring
Additional support where necessary, through greater use and resourcing of supervised
bail

These measures may contribute to making it more likely that those granted bail would appear
in court when required to, and to reduce the number of those remanded in custody.

Questions Arising from Part Two

Criteria for remand in custody should be prescribed in statute. It is essential that the court has
all relevant information available to enable it to make fair and consistent decisions leading to
remand or bail. The range of standard bail conditions is adequate, but greater use could be
made of additional conditions to increase community safety and reduce the need for remand.
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