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RESPONSE BY THE ASSOCIATION OF SCOTTISH POLICE SUPERINTENDENTS TO
THE CONSULTATION PAPER: THE USE OF BAIL AND REMAND

Introduction

The Association has taken time to review the above consultation document and whilst we feel
that we are not necessarily key respondents in this area, we set out below some comments
that we hope are helpful and assist the Commission’s Review.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two

What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of offences committed by
those on bail?

The Association are of the view that if Summary cases can be processed and dealt with in the
way originally intended, that is more or less immediately, the build up of offences by an
individual defendant would be reduced. Further, if the individual commits further offences
following conviction the courts would have a clearer picture of their past offending behaviour
and potential to reoffend.

Questions Arising from Part Three

Do you consider that the police and Procurator Fiscal should be able to impose conditions
on an accused person who is liberated without appearing in court?

The Association does not feel that any additional powers are required in relation to accused
persons who are liberated without appearing in court.

Do you consider that the criteria which the police and procurator fiscal take into account in
deciding whether to liberate an accused pending appearance in court should be prescribed
by statute?

The Association do not consider that any further legislation is required. The Lord Advocate’s
Guidelines provide guidance and advice to Chief Constables and are offer the flexibility to
revise if a need is identified than would be statutory prescription.
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