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Dear Mr Quinn

USE OF BAIL & REMAND -A CONSULTATION

I refer to your correspondencedated 28 June 2004 in relation to the above subject, which has been
considered by members of the General Policing Standing Committee and can now offer the
following by way of comment.

What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the number of offences committed by
those on bail?

Every application for bail should be considered on its merits, however, a conviction for
contravention of bail within a specified time scale should be considered by the Court as 'relevant
and sufficient' grounds to refuse a further application for bail.

The provision of sentencing incentives for compliance with bail conditions may provide a
mechanism to reduce the number of offences committed without overburdening the prison
system. This would require any breach of bail to be dealt with firmly.

Identifying and tackling the reason why an accused has committed an offence may also prevent
further re-offending. Accordingly, substance misuse rehabilitation, support networks and
education for those committing offences may assist.

What steps do you consider could be taken to ensure that those granted bail appear in
court having been required to do so?

The failure of an accused released on bail to appear at court is an issue which has a direct affect
upon all police forces both in terms of the abstraction of on-duty personnel and the overtime
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