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Dear Sir; Madam

The Use of Bail and Remand Consultation Paper

In response to Alan Quinn's letter of 28 June 2004 inviting comments upon the above
consultation paper, I write to make the following observations on behalf of Midlothian
Council. We consider that the Consultationdocument sets out a clear and useful description
of processesrelatingto the operationof Bail and the roles of the various parties involved.

General Comments

The Council very much welcomes this review of the use of Bail and Remand and is
supportive of the efforts of Lord MacLean and the Commission to seek measures which
balance the rights of the accused with public safety and the smooth operation of judicial
proceedings.

MidlothianCouncilworks in partnershipwith the City of Edinburgh Council and SACRO in
the deliveryof a Bail InformationServiceand Bail SupervisionService respectivelyand I am
aware that both organisationswill be responding separately to the consultation. We believe
that both schemes provide a valuable serviceto the Courts, to those individualsappearingin
Court and to the community in general.However,as I will outline in my commentsupon Part
4 below, we do considerthat there is a need to both extendthe remit of these schemesand for
them used with a greaterdegree of consistency.

In the courseof preparingthis responsewe have also consultedwith partner Authoritiesin the
Lothian and Borders CriminalJusticeSocialWorkConsortium.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two

The experienceof Criminal Justice Social Work in supervisingstatutory orders suggeststhat
certain factors are important in encouraging compliance on the part of the offender. These
include:

. Prompt implementationof the order
Clearmessagesto the offenderaboutthe consequences.ofnon-compliance
Swift and equitableresponseto non-compliance

.

.
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