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Dear Sir / Madam

The Use of Bail and Remand Consultation Paper

In response to Alan Quinn’s letter of 28 June 2004 inviting comments upon the above
consultation paper, I write to make the following observations on behalf of Midlothian
Council. We consider that the Consultation document sets out a clear and useful description
of processes relating to the operation of Bail and the roles of the various parties involved.

General Comments

The Council very much welcomes this review of the use of Bail and Remand and is
supportive of the efforts of Lord MacLean and the Commission to seek measures which
balance the rights of the accused with public safety and the smooth operation of judicial
proceedings.

Midlothian Council works in partnership with the City of Edinburgh Council and SACRO in
the delivery of a Bail Information Service and Bail Supervision Service respectively and I am
aware that both organisations will be responding separately to the consultation. We believe
that both schemes provide a valuable service to the Courts, to those individuals appearing in
Court and to the community in general. However, as I will outline in my comments upon Part
4 below, we do consider that there is a need to both extend the remit of these schemes and for
them used with a greater degree of consistency.

In the course of preparing this response we have also consulted with partner Authorities in the
Lothian and Borders Criminal Justice Social Work Consortium.

General Questions Arising from Parts One and Two

The experience of Criminal Justice Social Work in supervising statutory orders suggests that
certain factors are important in encouraging compliance on the part of the offender. These
include:

e  Prompt implementation of the order

e Clear messages to the offender about the consequences of non-compliance

e Swift and equitable response to non-compliance

Tel 0131 271 3605
Your Ref: Fax 0131271 3624
Our Ref:  MM/AA 1137 www.midlothian.gov.uk






