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From: Julie MacLennan [Julie.MacLennan@highland.gov.uk]

Sent: 23 September 2004 10:34

To: Sentencing Commission

Subject: Use of Bail and Remand: A Consultation

Importance: High

*******************************************************************

. This email has been received from an external party and
has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.
*******************************************************************

Please find below general responses received from the Inverness Prison Visiting Committee in regard to the consultation paper
on the Use of Bail and Remand -

(i) non-collection of fines should be pursued;

(ii) there should be a restriction on reduction sentences (under 28 days);

(iii) bail deposits should be re-introduced;and

(iv) the Police should be given similar powers as the Courts in regard to bail.

In addition, the following specific comments on the document have been received -

Part One -

1) Bail Supervisor: Monitoring or involvement of a Key Worker - a volunteer could perhaps be used in monitoring or as a key
worker-thiswouldperhapscontinueto remindan offenderof theseriousnatureof their positionre theCourt

2) Reporting to Police Station, etc or perhaps tagging or even a Police visit prior to a Court appearance - this would provide a
reminder of Court appearance

3) More basic practical background information available to the Court when considering further action.
4) Statements in open Court explaining reasons for Court action - this would be heard by public and press alike.

Part Two -

1) Yes - this would provide a National Standard.
2) Yes - as above
3) No - at present this does not provide sufficient control or emphasise the serious nature of the situation which the offender is in

4) Reporting - an element of supervision or monitoring etc
5) Yes - depending on the nature of the offence and circumstances of the Offender.

Part Three -

1) Yes - in order to provide some degree of control
2) Reporting
3) Yes - the Fiscal is in possession of factual information and knowledge in relation to the offender etc
4) --
5) Yes - a National Standard
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