
RESPONSE OF THE SOUTH LANARKSHIRE JUSTICES'
COMMITTEE TO THE KEY QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THE
CONSULTATION PAPER: 'THE USE OF BAIL AND REMAND'

General Questions arisin2 from Parts One and Two

Q.What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the
number of offences committed by those on bail?
A. (i) The conditions attached to the granting of bail should be made

more stringent.
(ii) Accused persons should be brought to trial sooner than at
present.
(iii) When granting bail, it should be made clear to the accused
that, if found guilty at his/her trial, any breach of bail before then
will lead to a stiffer sentence.

Q.What steps do you consider could be taken to ensure that those
granted bail appear in court when required to do so?
A. (i) It should be made clear to the accused that failure to appear

in court when on bail and required to do so is likely to have
serious consequences, possibly a custodial sentence.

Q. What steps do you consider could be taken to reduce the
number of those remanded in custody without jeopardising the
safety of the public, creating a risk of further offending or
hindering the smooth operation of judicial proceedings?
A. (i) Bail information and supervision schemes (e.g. including

possible tagging and application of a 'curfew') should be
introduced throughout all courts. .

(ii) The possibility of extending the notion of Time Out Centres
to other areas and to male accused should be explored.

Q.What steps do you consider could be taken to promote more
widespread understanding amongst the public, the media and
politicians about what is involved in decision-making in relation to
the use of bail and remand?

A. (i) An explanation of the decision should be given in court and
the media should be allowed to report it.
(ii) Other ways of raising public (and politicians') awareness
of court procedure and the decision-making process should be
explored, such as via regularly published 'inspection' reports
on the workings of the courts.




